
Friday 27 August 2010 | Blog Feed | All feeds

SEARCH

Jobs Dating OffersHome News Sport Finance Lifestyle Comment Travel Culture Technology Fashion Motoring
UK World Politics Celebrities Obituaries Weird Earth Science Health News Education Topics News Blogs News Video

Michael Deacon
Michael Deacon is the Telegraph's TV Features Editor. His blog explores the
joys and horrors of celebrity culture. You can read his Tuesday Notebook
column at www.telegraph.co.uk/journalists/michael-deacon/

 

By Michael Deacon Celebrities Last updated: May 21st, 2010
6 Comments Comment on this article

Martin Amis, the prospective victim of a televisual mugging. Photo: Eleanor Bentall

For today’s paper I wrote a piece explaining why BBC Two’s adaptation of
Martin Amis’s Money is a cack-handed travesty – even more so, in fact,
than I’d imagined it would be when I wrote this blog post in November last
year. I didn’t write today’s piece in a spirit of unkindness but rather one of
frustration, because there’s every possibility that people who haven’t
read the novel will tune in and think, “Good God. If the book’s as
unfunny, hackneyed and trivial as this, I certainly won’t waste my time
reading it.” Which would be, go on let’s break out the capital letters, an
Outrage Against Literature, because actually the book’s really funny.

There was an illustration I couldn’t find room for on the page but which I’d
like to cite here. One of the best passages in the book concerns a tennis
match between the narrator John Self (who is wheezingly obese) and his
colleague Fielding Goodney (who is fizzingly dynamic. Sorry about these
adverbs, by the way – if you’ve just been reading or rereading a Martin
Amis novel it can be hard to help falling into his style, or at any rate a
puny imitation of it).

What makes this passage so enjoyable is not the action but the richly
vivid comic lyricism with which that action is described. For example:

“His opening serve I didn’t see at all. It fizzed past me, losing its definition
for a moment on the centre line, before thwacking first bounce into the
green canvas behind my back. The passage of the ball seemed to leave
a comet’s trail of yellow against the artificial green of the court.”

And, a couple of paragraphs later:

“Fielding chose this moment to untether a two-fisted topspin drive. The

 

Recent Posts
The X Factor uses
AutoTune? So what?
August 23rd, 2010 9:54

20 Comments

The X Factor: it's back.
And it's still hilarious
August 20th, 2010 12:14

3 Comments

The One Show's Alex
Jones and Jason
Manford: the verdict
August 17th, 2010 7:36

4 Comments

What – apart from this
woman – is ruining the
novel?
July 30th, 2010 14:41

3 Comments

Yes, seriously: Big
Brother has become
really funny
July 27th, 2010 17:29

6 Comments

BBC2's version of Martin Amis's Money:
amazing. It's even worse than I expected

Celebrities

Defence

Education

Environment

Health and lifestyle

Pictures

Politics

Religion

Society

World

Adrian Michaels

Alex Singleton

Alex Spillius

Andrew M Brown

Andrew Gilligan

Andrew Osborn

Benedict Brogan

Bryony Gordon

Ceri Radford

Christopher Hope

Con Coughlin

Cristina Odone

Damian Thompson

Daniel Hannan

David Hughes

Dean Nelson

John McTernan

Jonathan Wynne-Jones

Judith Potts

Julian Kossoff

Malcolm Moore

Martin Salter

Mary Riddell

Matthew Moore

Melissa Kite

Melissa Whitworth

Michael Deacon

Monty Munford

Nile Gardiner

Norman Tebbit

Peter Foster

Pete Wedderburn

OUR NEWS BLOGS

ARCHIVES

Select Month

NEWS TAGS

afghanistan Alistair Darling animal welfare Barack
Obama BBC BNP Boris Johnson china climate
change Climategate coalition Conservatives

David Cameron david miliband Ed
Balls eu general election General Election 2010 George

Osborne global warming gordon brown Harriet
Harman Hillary Clinton immigration India Iran Islam Israel
labour Liberal Democrats Lisbon Treaty Margaret Thatcher
Michael Gove Morning must-reads NHS Nick Clegg Peter
Mandelson Pope Benedict XVI referendum Taliban The
Guardian tony blair Tories twitter William Hague

NEWS BLOGGERS

BLOGS HOME » NEWS » CELEBRITIES » MICHAEL DEACON

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/author/michaeldeacon/feed/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/feeds
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sport/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/finance/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/lifestyle/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/comment/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/travel/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/technology/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/fashion/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/motoring/
http://jobs.telegraph.co.uk/
http://dating.telegraph.co.uk/s/a/4167?utm_source=tmg&utm_medium=nav&utm_campaign=dating
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/sponsored/offers/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/politics/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/celebritynews/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/obituaries/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/howaboutthat/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/earth/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/science/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/health/healthnews/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/education/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newstopics/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/newsvideo/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/category/tv/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/author/michaeldeacon/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/author/michaeldeacon/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/author/michaeldeacon/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/author/michaeldeacon/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/category/tv/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/michaeldeacon/100040520/bbc2s-version-of-martin-amiss-money-amazing-its-even-worse-than-i-expected/#disqus_thread
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/michaeldeacon/100040520/bbc2s-version-of-martin-amiss-money-amazing-its-even-worse-than-i-expected/#dPostComment
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/tvandradio/7745877/Money-How-Martin-Amiss-Money-went-down-the-drain.html
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/michaeldeacon/100016497/the-bbc-is-brave-or-mad-to-film-martin-amiss-money/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/michaeldeacon/100040520/bbc2s-version-of-martin-amiss-money-amazing-its-even-worse-than-i-expected/#
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/michaeldeacon/100040520/bbc2s-version-of-martin-amiss-money-amazing-its-even-worse-than-i-expected/#
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=20
javascript:print()
mailto:?subject=A Telegraph reader thought you would be interested in this article&body=Depending on your email program, you may be able to click on the link in the email. Alternatively, you may have to open a web browser, such as Firefox or Internet Explorer, and copy the link over into the address bar. %0A%0Ahttp://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/michaeldeacon/100040520/bbc2s-version-of-martin-amiss-money-amazing-its-even-worse-than-i-expected/ %0A%0AFor the best content online, visit www.telegraph.co.uk
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/michaeldeacon/100051287/the-x-factor-uses-autotune-so-what/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/michaeldeacon/100051287/the-x-factor-uses-autotune-so-what/#disqus_thread
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/michaeldeacon/100051130/the-x-factor-its-back-and-its-still-hilarious/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/michaeldeacon/100051130/the-x-factor-its-back-and-its-still-hilarious/#disqus_thread
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/michaeldeacon/100050810/the-one-shows-alex-jones-and-jason-manford-the-verdict/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/michaeldeacon/100050810/the-one-shows-alex-jones-and-jason-manford-the-verdict/#disqus_thread
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/michaeldeacon/100049179/what-apart-from-this-woman-is-ruining-the-novel/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/michaeldeacon/100049179/what-apart-from-this-woman-is-ruining-the-novel/#disqus_thread
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/michaeldeacon/100048741/yes-seriously-big-brother-has-become-really-funny/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/michaeldeacon/100048741/yes-seriously-big-brother-has-become-really-funny/#disqus_thread
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/category/tv/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/category/defence/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/category/education/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/category/environment/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/category/health-and-lifestyle/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/category/pictures/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/category/politics/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/category/religion/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/category/society/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/category/world/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/afghanistan/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/alistair-darling/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/animal-welfare/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/barack-obama/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/bbc/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/bnp/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/boris-johnson/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/china/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/climate-change/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/climategate/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/coalition/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/conservatives/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/david-cameron/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/david-miliband/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/ed-balls/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/eu/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/general-election/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/general-election-2010/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/george-osborne/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/global-warming/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/gordon-brown/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/harriet-harman/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/hillary-clinton/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/immigration/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/india/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/iran/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/islam/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/israel/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/labour/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/liberal-democrats/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/lisbon-treaty/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/margaret-thatcher/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/michael-gove/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/morning-must-reads/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/nhs/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/nick-clegg/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/peter-mandelson/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/pope-benedict-xvi/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/referendum/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/taliban/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/the-guardian/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/tony-blair/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/tories/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/twitter/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/tag/william-hague/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/author/adrianmichaels/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/author/alexsingleton/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/author/alexspillius/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/author/andrewmcfbrown/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/author/andrewgilligan/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/author/andrewosborn/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/author/benedictbrogan/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/author/bryonygordon/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/author/ceriradford/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/author/christopherhope/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/author/concoughlin/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/author/cristinaodone/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/author/damianthompson/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/author/danielhannan/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/author/davidhughes/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/author/deannelson/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/author/johnmcternan1/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/author/jonathanwynne-jones/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/author/judithpotts/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/author/juliankossoff/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/author/malcolmmoore/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/author/msalter/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/author/maryriddell/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/author/matthewmoore/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/author/melissakite/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/author/melissawhitworth/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/author/michaeldeacon/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/author/montymunford1/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/author/nilegardiner/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/author/normantebbit/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/author/peterfoster/
http://blogs.telegraph.co.uk/news/author/peterwedderburn/
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


Text size Share this article Print this article Mail this article

ball came screaming over the tape, skipped a beat, regathered its tilt and
momentum – and punched me in the face. I toppled backwards and my
racket fell with a clatter. For several shocked seconds I lay there like an
old dog, an old dog that wants its old belly stroked.”

The pleasure is all in the language. But if you’re making a TV version,
and you’ve decided not to use this narration as a voiceover, then all
you’ve got to offer the viewer is the action. And what is the action, really?
It’s just a fat guy v a fit guy. Basic, hackneyed slapstick. Nothing clever or
witty about it. The cleverness and wit were in the words. And on screen
the words aren’t there. All we see is a man who is bad at tennis playing a
man who is good at tennis, and losing. “LOL”, eh kids?

As I say in my piece in the paper, I’m sure the producers of the TV
version are perfectly sincere when they say they love the book. But is
that justification enough to adapt it for TV? Why does Money need to be
a TV show, any more than it needs to be, I don’t know, a video game or a
musical or the inspiration for a range of children’s toys by Mattel?

It’s a book. And a very enjoyable one at that. Call me fusty but I think
that’s enough.
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