Amis and Uruguay
[an excerpt from an article in the Telegraph, 7 September 2003, p. 34--"Martin's Move," by Tim Walker]

THE LAST time Martin Amis and his family decamped to their holiday home in Uruguay he was accused of having writer's block. This time, after the reviews for his latest novel, Yellow Dog, doubtless the charge will be shell-shock. 

"I'm leaving the country after Christmas and will remain overseas for most of next year," the author tells Mandrake. "As a matter of fact, I plan to work on a series of short stories and I have an idea for a new novel."

His wife, Isabel Fonseca, who is half Uruguayan, will, he adds, continue work on her next project: a book about her father's country. Her uncle, the architect Rodolfo Fonseca, has designed and built a beach house which is almost ready for the family in Jose Ignacio, the exclusive town north of Punta del Este.


from the Times Online:
February 18, 2002

Sunday press briefing, by Robbie Millen

"[The Mail on Sunday] tracked down Martin Amis, who has moved to the remote Uruguayan village of Jose Ignacio to overcome writer’s block. There he hopes to escape from 'the worldhum' that is 'too much in our ears now'. Could he be preparing for Archer’s release of by building a house in the 'Switzerland of America'?"
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from The Independent:
HEADLINE: The word on the street
DATE: 19 Feb 2002

Isabel Fonseca, Martin Amis's charming wife, was more than a little puzzled when she was contacted about THE MAIL ON SUNDAY's article on their new life together in Uruguay. No, she hadn't seen the piece, she said. "We never see THE MAIL ON SUNDAY", she added pointedly. It became clear why. No, Amis did not have writer's block; no, their life in Uruguay had nothing to do with post-11-September trauma; no, they were not abandoning life in Britain. "I told the reporter this", Ms Fonseca said. "But I could tell from her eyes she wasn't listening."
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HEADLINE: British writer Martin Amis enjoying new summer house in Uruguay 
BYLINE: Anonymous 
SOURCE: Deutsche Presse-Agentur 
DATE: 10 February 2004 

The acclaimed British writer Martin Amis is enjoying a new summer house at the exclusive Uruguayan resort of Jose Ignacio, close to Punta del Este, press reports said Tuesday. Amis---the author of The Rachel Papers, Money and Time's Arrow---plans to spend a good part of the year at his new home and has been writing, playing tennis and also started to learn Spanish by reading Uruguayan newspapers, the report said. The writer has already made the acquaintance of top Argentine model Valeria Mazza, who spends her summers at Punta del Este and also plays tennis, the reports said.
