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The suppressed sexualityin Jane Austen takes up a lot of discussion time. Pride And Prejudice,
we are told, would be improved by “a forty page sexscene”. So would The Pregnant Widow.

Amis Jr even quotes Amis Snr: “Men understood why they liked women’s breasts — but they
didn’t understand why they liked them so much.” Despite such pop-eyed moments, however,
you don't get the impression that Keith or his chum Kenrick like women very much. Indeed
women have to be despised preciselyfor the lust and the loss of control that they arouse.

There is a discussion about honour killings. This isn’t roundly enough condemned by any of the
characters. They switch to talking almost with approval about how heroines were drugged and
seduced in classic 18th-century novels. Cue more seminars on the emotional struggles in
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Itis 1970 and the men in this book don’t really welcome women being independent and taking Mini Shopahalic

o . i R S N 4 i Bemard - Sophie Kinsella
the initiative. Itimpugns their manhood, now that “girls acting like boys was in the air”. Self-willed Comwell New £9.49
and self-validating, women no longer want to be regarded as objects and the men feel a bit at New £9.49 Best £9.49

. . Best £9.49
sea, their machismo redundant.
Germaine Greer had this sort of stuff sewn up decades ago. The arguments are as dated as Nine Dragons | Shall Wear
white thigh-length PVC boots. What | much preferred were the flash-forwards with Keith in his &ﬁr‘%ﬁ %%t et
late-50s. Now a grumpy old fella he rants about the way the average girl today disfigures herself N New 53_{;9 NecvyggAg
“with jewelleryin her navel, in her lower lip and in both nostrils”. Keith looks in the mirror and his Best £3.99 Best £9.49
reflection shows “something worse than reality... Your life is thinning out”.
He has heard the chimes at midnight: “The minutes often dragged but the years tumbled over
one another and disappeared.” That's brilliant but much of The Pregnant Widow is as flaccid
and embarrassing as a provincial revival of Oh Calcutta!
Jonathan Cape, £18.99
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