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cleverness." "Yes, he's pretty clever," says
another, "but he exhausted his brand of
cleverness after London Fields."

Search the Guardian

bookshop Among the comments, there was more than

l one tagged "this comment has been removed
by a moderator". Amis attracts dispute. We

Search

were discussing Time's Arrow on the very day
that the author had created headlines by
advocating "euthanasia booths" for aged
citizens who had tired of living. Some readers presumed he was winding
us up. "l thought the booths for old people idea was hilarious. Especially
when someone took it seriously."

So thought some of the audience. "Hearing you observe that the
Holocaust began with euthanasia camps, I'm reassured that the
comments reported about euthanasia booths were a kind of satire of
attitudes to ageing." "No, | mean it quite seriously — it's utopian,

of course, it will never happen." Amis embarked on a defence of the
ailing individual's right to end it all. Another reader declared: "You cannot
separate Auschwitz from the comments you just made about the old
people . . . they are the same thing." Some of those who come to hear
Amis speak do so, like this one, to argue with him, and the author
seemed happy to take up the challenge. "To die is a noble and human
privilege that we should all have."

Some accusations clearly do make him angry. Amis's recollection of
being called antisemitic for Time's Arrow was indignant. In response to
one reader's recollection of the novel's readier acceptance in America,
he expressed his distaste for the ease with which such labels were used
in Britain. But you couldn't help feeling that controversy also stirred him.
There were some in the audience who were thinking more of

his comments on political and religious issues than of a particular novel.
One member of the audience asked him "what sort of a response you felt
you had to the book from the Islamic world"? "It never crossed my mind."
"You must have had some Muslim readers, surely." "Not as many as The
Protocols of the Elders of Zion or Mein Kampf, which are perennial
bestsellers in the Islamic world." Soon he and the reader were in a
dispute about whether or not the Qur'an encouraged hatred of Jews.

Amis told us he had re-read Time's Arrow shortly before the Book Club
event, with some "wincing" at the "indecorum"” of its comic early pages.
There was much discussion of how a writer "earned" the right to his
descriptions (the metaphor was Amis's own). "I don't for a minute think |
am explaining anything about the Holocaust." A secondary school
teacher who had introduced some of her pupils to Time's Arrow spoke of
having been told by her head that she was not allowed to teach the
book. The author was sardonically delighted by the forbidding head's
word — "inappropriate" — but surprisingly willing to accept the thought
behind it. "l do think it's hairy . . . | would not champion it. . . It's the
ghastliest possible subject."

By the end of the evening, perhaps the singular and clever novel with
which we began had rather been left behind. Its achievement (as the
author himself hoped) was not to offer some new comprehension of the
Holocaust, but to activate the reader's knowledge and imagination (or
imagination based on knowledge). A contributor to the Book Club website
who had relished "the fluency, fluidity, elegance of it" cut through some of
the huffing about how the Holocaust was being represented. He or she
observed how the backwards chronology and the narrator's
incomprehension made true representation the reader's task, not the
novelist's. "What was the effect, on the reader, on this reader, of his
going backwards? That may be a more interesting question, certainly a
more answerable one."

John Mullan is professor of English at University College London. Join
him and Peter Carey for a discussion of Oscar and Lucinda on
Wednesday 3 February at 7pm, Hall One, Kings Place, 90 York Way,
London N1 9AG. Tickets are £9.50 online (www.kingsplace.co.uk) or
£11.50 from the box office: 020 7520 1490.

Guardian Book Club

Shortis sweet when It
comes to fiction

25 Feb 2010

Letters: Ford, Amis and a
dance to the music of
time

E Printable version Send to a friend Share E.:J Clip E Contact us @ Article history

e v g S 5 g e

g you dream sixdreams. But ARE they six
dreams?" - Philip Roth's Paris Review
interview http:/tpr.ly/dkPrPB #books
about 8 hours, 41 minutes ago

Q Sarah_Crown: Couldn't agree more RT

@brenstrong "This is the night mail" - WH
Auden youtube.com/watch?v=zmciuK ...
feckin' great #books

about 10 hours, 8 minutes ago

a Sarah_Crown: RTing for users of the

#books site: early c20th Russia in colour:
amazng (via @andydickson,
@catherineshoard) http://bit.ly/b9YfGI
about 1 day, 7 hours ago

* Find more tweets from our books team
* Follow our books team on a Twitter list

guardianbookshop

This week's bestsellers

1. American Caesars
by Nigel Hamilton

AMERICAN £9500

CAISARS

2. It's All About the Bike
by Robert Penn £16.99

3. Red Men
by John Williams £16.99

4. Finkler Question
by Howard Jacobson £18.99

5. Aavour Thesaurus
by Niki Segnit£18.99

Search the Guardian bookshop

| Searﬂ

Latest reviews

On Deception by Harry
Houdini

Electric Eden:
Unearthing Britain's
\isionary Music by Rob
Young

Encounter: Essays by
Milan Kundera

Milan Kundera's
exhumed essays casta
spell with their insights
into creativity, writes
Geoff Dyer

Human Chain by
Seamus Heaney

John L Williams: Miss
Shirley Bassey

More books reviews

Bestsellers from the Guardian shop

Quality cotton

handkerchiefs

These 100% cotton
handkerchiefs come in a

choice of men?s or

ladies?. Buy 12 get 12
free.
From: £14.98

\isit the Guardian reader offers shop
Green & ethical shopping at Guardian ecostore

Latest news on guardian.co.uk
Last updated one minute ago

Web2

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com



http://www.guardianbookshop.co.uk/BerteShopWeb/viewProduct.do?ISBN=9780099455356
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/feb/25/anna-ford-martin-amis-christopher-hitchens
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/jan/30/times-arrow-guardian-book-club/print
http://www.guardian.co.uk/email/358590718
http://www.guardian.co.uk/share/358590718
http://www.guardian.co.uk/users/clippings/add?r2PageId=1342672
http://www.guardian.co.uk/contactus/358590718
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/jan/30/times-arrow-guardian-book-club#
http://tpr.ly/dkPrPB
http://search.twitter.com/search?q=%23books
http://twitter.com/Sarah_Crown/statuses/22091986101
http://twitter.com/Sarah_Crown
http://twitter.com/Sarah_Crown
http://twitter.com/brenstrong
http://search.twitter.com/search?q=%23books
http://twitter.com/Sarah_Crown/statuses/22085645165
http://twitter.com/Sarah_Crown
http://twitter.com/Sarah_Crown
http://search.twitter.com/search?q=%23books
http://twitter.com/andydickson,
http://twitter.com/catherineshoard)
http://bit.ly/b9YfGl
http://twitter.com/Sarah_Crown/statuses/22007211938
http://www.guardian.co.uk/twitter/list/guardianbooks
http://twitter.com/guardian/books-staff
http://www.guardianbookshop.co.uk
http://www.guardianbookshop.co.uk/BerteShopWeb/viewProduct.do?ISBN=9781847920027
http://www.guardianbookshop.co.uk/BerteShopWeb/viewProduct.do?ISBN=9781846142628
http://www.guardianbookshop.co.uk/BerteShopWeb/viewProduct.do?ISBN=9781845965570
http://www.guardianbookshop.co.uk/BerteShopWeb/viewProduct.do?ISBN=9781408808870
http://www.guardianbookshop.co.uk/BerteShopWeb/viewProduct.do?ISBN=9780747599777
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/aug/22/encounter-essays-review
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/aug/22/encounter-essays-review
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/aug/22/deception-harry-houdini-euan-ferguson
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/aug/22/electric-eden-rob-young-faber
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/aug/22/seamus-heaney-human-chain-faber
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/aug/22/john-williams-miss-shirley-bassey-book-review
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/books+tone/reviews
http://www.guardianoffers.co.uk/mall/productpage.cfm/GuardianOffers/7017/119291
http://www.guardianoffers.co.uk/
http://www.guardianecostore.co.uk/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

Ads by Google

How To Publish ABook

Publish Your Book Today. Expert Support. Free Publishing Guide.

www.AuthorHouse.com

The Vampire Diaries

The Book That Inspired The CW Show Read It Online For Free Now!

www.HarperTeen.com

Bookshop

Expert Reviews, Bestsellers & More. Find Your Next Book at Target.

www. Target.com/Books

More from Book club

Hosted by John Mullan, professor of English at
University College London, the Guardian's Book Club
examines a book a month, via a weekly column in the
Guardian Review. The first three weeks discuss the
book in question; the final column consists of a
selection of your comments from the Book Club blog

Book club index

Latest:

%3 Audio (57min 00sec), 23 Aug 2010: Guardian book
club: John Mullan meets Sarah Waters

Next:

B Video (10min 23sec), 1 Feb 2010: Video: Martin

Amis on euthanasia

Previous:

23 Jan 2010: Guardian book club: Martin Amis on

writing Time's Arrow

Related information

Books

Martin Amis

Culture

Series

Book club Video (10min 23sec),
Martin Amis on
euthanasia
1 Feb 2010:

Video: Controversial
author Martin Amis joins
the Guardian book club to
discuss his 1991 nowel
Time's Arrow and is
asked about his views on
euthanasia

More video

30 Sep 2006
Review: House of
Meetings by Martin Amis

24 Mar 2001

lan Mayes on Martin
Amis's hard-core porn
exposé

23 Jan 2001
Arts: Andrew Pulver
meets Martin Amis

12 May 2000
Taking aim atAmis

lelR(eJo][ecF Comic-Con  Book news Book reviews

o)

e

Gallery (14 pictures):
Martin Amis at 60

25 Aug 2009:

Martin Amis, the one-time
enfant terrible of the
British literary
establishment, turns 60
today. Take a look at a life
in pictures of the author
of Money, London Fields,
and Time's Arrow

More galleries

News

BP frozen out of Arctic oil race following Gulf spill

Sport

Tottenham Hotspur 4-0 Young Boys

Sponsored features

guardianjo

Find the latest jobs in your sector:

Arts & heritage Health
Charities Marketing & PR
Education Media
Environment Sales
Government Senior executive
Graduate Social care

Browse all jobs

|arts

Searﬂ

it

ENGLISH HERITAGE

Legacy Development
Executive

London | £22,472 pa

ENGLISH HERITAGE

License/buy our content | Frivacy policy | Terms & conditions | Advertising guide | Accessibility | A-Z index | Inside guardian.co.uk blog | About guardian.co.uk | Join our dating site today

guardian.co.uk © Guardian News and Media Limited 2010

Web2

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com



http://www.google.com/url?ct=abg&q=https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py%3Fcontact%3Dabg_afc%26url%3Dhttp://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/jan/30/times-arrow-guardian-book-club%26hl%3Den%26client%3Dca-guardian_js%26adU%3Dwww.AuthorHouse.com%26adT%3DHow%2BTo%2BPublish%2BA%2BBook%26adU%3Dwww.HarperTeen.com%26adT%3DThe%2BVampire%2BDiaries%26adU%3Dwww.Target.com/Books%26adT%3DBookshop%26gl%3DUS%26hideleadgen%3D1&usg=AFQjCNF8_Gc6oAnaPyFhu5h1QaKWk5F5vw
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BUMgUTqF1TIb-Co6Hmgfc2cXrBY6Kq9sBtunboAzAjbcB4M6CARABGAEghbvoDygDOABQ7_qZ8QRgycapi8Ck2A-gAfC2wv8DsgESd3d3Lmd1YXJkaWFuLmNvLnVryAEB2gFKaHR0cDovL3d3dy5ndWFyZGlhbi5jby51ay9ib29rcy8yMDEwL2phbi8zMC90aW1lcy1hcnJvdy1ndWFyZGlhbi1ib29rLWNsdWKAAgHIAvyUmwaoAwHoAxboA-EC6AOYA_UDBAAABA&num=1&sig=AGiWqtz46C7GBOYsuM2zkKktrQ1dFqhe4w&client=ca-guardian_js&adurl=http://www.authorhouse.com/ContactUs/FreePublishingGuide.aspx%3Fsource%3DGOOG%26keyword%3Demo%2Bmessage%2Bvideo
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BUMgUTqF1TIb-Co6Hmgfc2cXrBY6Kq9sBtunboAzAjbcB4M6CARABGAEghbvoDygDOABQ7_qZ8QRgycapi8Ck2A-gAfC2wv8DsgESd3d3Lmd1YXJkaWFuLmNvLnVryAEB2gFKaHR0cDovL3d3dy5ndWFyZGlhbi5jby51ay9ib29rcy8yMDEwL2phbi8zMC90aW1lcy1hcnJvdy1ndWFyZGlhbi1ib29rLWNsdWKAAgHIAvyUmwaoAwHoAxboA-EC6AOYA_UDBAAABA&num=1&sig=AGiWqtz46C7GBOYsuM2zkKktrQ1dFqhe4w&client=ca-guardian_js&adurl=http://www.authorhouse.com/ContactUs/FreePublishingGuide.aspx%3Fsource%3DGOOG%26keyword%3Demo%2Bmessage%2Bvideo
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BuwMXTqF1TIb-Co6Hmgfc2cXrBe-p4aIBrZetuA_AjbcBkIMZEAIYAiCFu-gPKAM4AFDZreX-_f____8BYMnGqYvApNgPoAGzjfH6A7IBEnd3dy5ndWFyZGlhbi5jby51a8gBAdoBSmh0dHA6Ly93d3cuZ3VhcmRpYW4uY28udWsvYm9va3MvMjAxMC9qYW4vMzAvdGltZXMtYXJyb3ctZ3VhcmRpYW4tYm9vay1jbHViyAL9yMEFqAMB6AMW6APhAugDmAP1AwQAAAQ&num=2&sig=AGiWqtxRCnjKWwjHWVJU3_ZY6BImOkMOug&client=ca-guardian_js&adurl=http://browseinside.harperteen.com/index.aspx%3Fisbn13%3D9780061963872%26WT.mc_id%3DSEMK_GOOG_VAMP_092209
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BuwMXTqF1TIb-Co6Hmgfc2cXrBe-p4aIBrZetuA_AjbcBkIMZEAIYAiCFu-gPKAM4AFDZreX-_f____8BYMnGqYvApNgPoAGzjfH6A7IBEnd3dy5ndWFyZGlhbi5jby51a8gBAdoBSmh0dHA6Ly93d3cuZ3VhcmRpYW4uY28udWsvYm9va3MvMjAxMC9qYW4vMzAvdGltZXMtYXJyb3ctZ3VhcmRpYW4tYm9vay1jbHViyAL9yMEFqAMB6AMW6APhAugDmAP1AwQAAAQ&num=2&sig=AGiWqtxRCnjKWwjHWVJU3_ZY6BImOkMOug&client=ca-guardian_js&adurl=http://browseinside.harperteen.com/index.aspx%3Fisbn13%3D9780061963872%26WT.mc_id%3DSEMK_GOOG_VAMP_092209
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Beef3TqF1TIb-Co6Hmgfc2cXrBb3yujqPhbjJC8CNtwGQuDEQAxgDIIW76A8oAzgAUMy7wYoEYMnGqYvApNgPoAGtk6v-A7IBEnd3dy5ndWFyZGlhbi5jby51a8gBAdoBSmh0dHA6Ly93d3cuZ3VhcmRpYW4uY28udWsvYm9va3MvMjAxMC9qYW4vMzAvdGltZXMtYXJyb3ctZ3VhcmRpYW4tYm9vay1jbHViyAKLt5oIqAMB6AMW6APhAugDmAP1AwQAAAQ&num=3&ggladgrp=714214221563847463&gglcreat=18252925079868290772&sig=AGiWqtwp-C-cve4dv4vWi2qnV0McjpsIwg&client=ca-guardian_js&adurl=http://www.target.com/gp/redirect.html%3FURL%3D/b%253Fnode%253D1259490011%26ref%3Dtgt_adv_XSHA3683%26AFID%3Dgooglestr%26CPNG%3Dbookmarked%26LNM%3Dbookshop%26LID%3D
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Beef3TqF1TIb-Co6Hmgfc2cXrBb3yujqPhbjJC8CNtwGQuDEQAxgDIIW76A8oAzgAUMy7wYoEYMnGqYvApNgPoAGtk6v-A7IBEnd3dy5ndWFyZGlhbi5jby51a8gBAdoBSmh0dHA6Ly93d3cuZ3VhcmRpYW4uY28udWsvYm9va3MvMjAxMC9qYW4vMzAvdGltZXMtYXJyb3ctZ3VhcmRpYW4tYm9vay1jbHViyAKLt5oIqAMB6AMW6APhAugDmAP1AwQAAAQ&num=3&ggladgrp=714214221563847463&gglcreat=18252925079868290772&sig=AGiWqtwp-C-cve4dv4vWi2qnV0McjpsIwg&client=ca-guardian_js&adurl=http://www.target.com/gp/redirect.html%3FURL%3D/b%253Fnode%253D1259490011%26ref%3Dtgt_adv_XSHA3683%26AFID%3Dgooglestr%26CPNG%3Dbookmarked%26LNM%3Dbookshop%26LID%3D
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2010/aug/25/bp-arctic-greenland-oil-drilling
http://www.guardian.co.uk/sport
http://www.guardian.co.uk/football/2010/aug/25/tottenham-young-boys-champions-league
http://oas.guardian.co.uk/5c/www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/jan/30/times-arrow-guardian-book-club/oas.html/1011272744/x31/default/empty.gif/536e6241645578316f553041434c7479?x
http://oas.guardian.co.uk/5c/www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/jan/30/times-arrow-guardian-book-club/oas.html/511423752/x32/default/empty.gif/536e6241645578316f553041434c7479?x
http://jobs.guardian.co.uk/
http://jobs.guardian.co.uk/arts/?INTCMP=JB2_ARTS
http://jobs.guardian.co.uk/charity/?INTCMP=JB2_ARTS
http://jobs.guardian.co.uk/education/?INTCMP=JB2_ARTS
http://jobs.guardian.co.uk/environment/?INTCMP=JB2_ARTS
http://jobs.guardian.co.uk/government/?INTCMP=JB2_ARTS
http://jobs.guardian.co.uk/graduate/?INTCMP=JB2_ARTS
http://jobs.guardian.co.uk/jobs/health/?INTCMP=JB2_ARTS
http://jobs.guardian.co.uk/marketing/?INTCMP=JB2_ARTS
http://jobs.guardian.co.uk/media/?INTCMP=JB2_ARTS
http://jobs.guardian.co.uk/jobs/sales
http://jobs.guardian.co.uk/jobs/senior-executive/?INTCMP=JB2_ARTS
http://jobs.guardian.co.uk/social-care/?INTCMP=JB2_ARTS
http://jobs.guardian.co.uk?INTCMP=JB2_ARTS
http://jobs.guardian.co.uk/job/1019280/legacy-development-executive/?INTCMP=ILCJOBTXT1049
http://jobs.guardian.co.uk/job/1019280/legacy-development-executive/?INTCMP=ILCJOBTXT1049
http://jobs.guardian.co.uk/employerjobs/english-heritage-1/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/series/bookclub
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/audio/2010/aug/19/sarah-waters-guardian-book-club
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/belief/video/2010/feb/01/martin-amis-euthanasia-assisted-suicide
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/jan/23/martin-amis-times-arrow
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/series/bookclub
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/martinamis
http://www.guardian.co.uk/culture
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/series/bookclub
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/belief/video/2010/feb/01/martin-amis-euthanasia-assisted-suicide
http://www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/belief/video/2010/feb/01/martin-amis-euthanasia-assisted-suicide
http://www.guardian.co.uk/video
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2006/sep/30/fiction.martinamis
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2001/mar/24/martinamis
http://www.guardian.co.uk/culture/2001/jan/23/artsfeatures.fiction
http://www.guardian.co.uk/theguardian/2000/may/12/guardianletters3
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/gallery/2009/aug/24/martin-amis-at-60
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/gallery/2009/aug/24/martin-amis-at-60
http://www.guardian.co.uk/inpictures
http://www.guardian.co.uk/culture/comic-con
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/books+tone/news
http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/books+tone/reviews
http://syndication.guardian.co.uk/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/Users/help/article/0,,933905,00.html
http://www.guardian.co.uk/Users/help/article/0,,933909,00.html
http://adinfo-guardian.co.uk/
http://www.guardian.co.uk/help/accessibility
http://www.guardian.co.uk/index/subjects/a
http://www.guardian.co.uk/help/insideguardian
http://www.guardian.co.uk/Guardian/information/0,,711853,00.html
http://dating.guardian.co.uk/s/
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

