HOME

ABOUT

SIGN UP

FACEBOOK

BROWSE

SUBSCRIBE

go home

information

by email

join our group

by topic

register

13 MAY 09

In conversation with Martin Amis Part 1:
Crises and literature

LATEST ISSUE
l

James Crabtree
Earlier this year, journalist Toby Muse interviewed Martin Amis for Prospect, at the
Hay Festival in Cartegena, Colombia. Over the coming days, First Drafts will be
featuring the highlights of that conversation, with Amis expressing views on topics
ranging from terrorism and Barack Obama to his new (much anticipated) novel,
and the challenges of portraying the sexual revolution in fiction.
In this first excerpt, Amis talks about the role of literature in a time of crisis, the
response to 9/11, and the relevance of Joseph Conrad to Al Qaeda. You can now
also view the second excerpt on our blog.
Amis’s assertion in the clip above that the best fiction occurs “belatedly… three
years or so [after a crisis]“ is intriguing. In response, today we are also publishing
a webexclusive article from our own arts and books editor, Tom Chatfield, entitled
“The Return of the Master.”
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too keen to act as midwife to the intellectual response to world catastrophe, rather
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Tomasky’s sentiment is widely shared; and with it the feeling that Amis ’ detour into

Dorset’s answer to Patti Smith

the politics of terror has been an unfortunate digression. Tom Chatfield’s

Almost two decades after her ferocious

conclusion is even simpler: “If we’re lucky, The Pregnant Widow may be the book in

debut, PJ Harvey is still redefining what

which the master rediscovers his voice.”

it means to be a female rock star. She’s
even learned to play the piano, says

•

Print This

CATEGORY:

Arts and culture, Books, Foreign affairs, History, In the

news, Religion
TAGGED:

Al Qaeda, Joseph Conrad, literature, Martin Amis, pregnant

Alice O’Keefe
Kenneth Baker: a real british museum
A place to make the national story come
alive is back on the agenda

widow, Terrorism
Ian Buruma: the ghosts of Tiananmen
Two decades after the student uprising

4 Responses

was crushed, China ’s rulers have more
to fear from the economic crisis than

In conversation with Martin Amis Part 2: The new novel  First Drafts  The

they do from democratic dissidents. So

Prospect magazine blog says:

was the democracy movement in vain?

May 14, 2009 at 10:43 am

[...] Prospect about his workinprogress The Pregnant Widow (part one of the

PROSPECT BUZZ

interview can be viewed here). As Amis explains, the book’s title is a reference to
the “long night of chaos and [...]

No article on immigration and
multiculturalism, including this one
from the Australian, is complete without

Frederick Willman says:
May 17, 2009 at 1:40 am

Hello, Reviewer:
The greatest UK writer of our times is the late Max Sebald. If you have read him, you
don’t expend too much energy on much else.

a reference to Prospect editor David
Goodhart’s solidarity vs diversity thesis
Australia’s CourierMail thought our
headline “Sarko the sex dwarf” was
definitive

fbenjul

The Oxford Mail has a writeup of one

Madison, WI, USA

of the winners of the Prospect/Franco

Search the archives...

The greatest UK writer of our times is the late Max Sebald. If you have read him, you
don’t expend too much energy on much else.

definitive

fbenjul

The Oxford Mail has a writeup of one

Madison, WI, USA

of the winners of the Prospect/Franco
British Council short story prize
The expenses incident mentioned in

Tom Chatfield says:

Lucy Kellaway’s FT column was a long

May 17, 2009 at 2:02 pm

time ago, and does not involve a current
WG Sebald is both late and German. A towering genius, but not really in the running

member of Prospect staff

for the title of greatest living, or even recent, British author….
Jonathan Derbyshire draws upon the
wisdom of Prospect’s managing editor
In conversation with Martin Amis Part 4: Meeting Colombia’s assassins  First

James Crabtree in his New Statesman

Drafts  The Prospect magazine blog says:

profile of Michael Sandel

May 21, 2009 at 6:11 pm

[...] can view Part 1, Part 2 and Part 3 of the Amis interviews at these links, plus a

RECENT POSTS

web exclusive article from our [...]
Iran update: “blood, violence and
chaos.”
Iran update: Rafsanjani stands on the

Leave a Reply

threshold of opposition
Name (required)

Iran: how long can they keep the
momentum going?

Mail (required)

Website

Cartoon of the day
Rediscovering the mass graves of
Katyn

BLOGROLL
3quarksdaily
Bloghorn
British Psychological Society
research digest
Crooked Timber

Submit Comment
Currently you have JavaScript disabled. In order to post comments, please make

Finance & Economics

sure JavaScript and Cookies are enabled, and reload the page. Click here for

Foreign Policy passport

instructions on how to enable JavaScript in your browser.

France Profonde
Freakonomics blog
Fugitive Peace—Gideon Lichfield
Gauche—Paul Anderson
Gideon Rachman
Guido Fawkes
Happiness and Public Policy
Harry’s Place
Marginal Revolution
Normblog
Oliver Kamm
Overcoming bias
Political Betting
PooterGeek
Potlatch—William Davies
Prospect magazine homepage
The Economist—Free Exchange
The Guardian Comment is Free
The Spectator—Coffee House
The Times—Comment central
The Virtual Stoa

RECENT COMMENTS
Tim Hall on Prospect brings you the
UK’s first philosophy and music
festival
Birgit on America and Europe: more
alike than we think

UK’s first philosophy and music
festival
Birgit on America and Europe: more
alike than we think
Joe Noory on America and Europe:
more alike than we think
David Moscovitch on America and
Europe: more alike than we think
Please HELP! on Power’s world—
Europe: the great republic?

PROSPECT PODCASTS
Nigel Warburton, senior lecturer in
philosophy at The Open University, and
our resident philosopher considers the
role of shame in politics..

PROSPECT READS
On the Guardian media blog, Jean
Seaton asks why the Times outed
NightJack
Only in America: the Grand View
Topless Coffee shop, Maine
“Although you shot at me twice before I
left, I am glad you are still living”  A 19th
century slave writes to his former
master (hattip Ta NehisiCoates).
Analysis of Iran, from the man who
inspired Syriana
It’s Bloomsday! Slugger O’Toole
rounds up how the world is celebrating
Joyce’s epic.
When bandwidth thieves get angry

PROSPECT WATCHES
Total Eclipse of the Heart: literal video
version

TWITTER

Follow us on

META
Register
Log in
Entries RSS
Comments RSS
WordPress.org

HOME

ABOUT

BY EMAIL

FACEBOOK

go home

information

sign up

be a fan

This theme is Prospectus by Damian Counsell. He based it on Grid Focus by Derek Punsalan 5thirtyone.com.

Search the archives...

