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I did indeed accompany Martin Amis on one of the (several) bedside
visits he made during Mark Boxer's last illness, and can be quite certain
that he abstained from smoking (Letters, 20 February). Conceivably it
was I who was the offender, though even in 1988 that could not possibly
have been without permission. The same goes for the mean innuendo
that any welcome was outstayed (which is in itself incompatible with the
hurtful allegation of a swift and heartless "drop-by"): there were persons
attending who would have anticipated and cut short any such thing.
These lazy but suggestive errors to one side, it is both ungenerous and
untrue to doubt, let alone to deny, that the least lachrymose of my friends
was more than once overcome with grief at Mark's early death. He told
me that after his final call – which was just before he left for America and
when Mark had whispered "goodbye" to him – he sat in his car unable to
drive away for weeping. (His departure for Heathrow, if it matters, was on
the following day.) We both shed further tears when our beloved Mark
died not long afterwards.
In recalling this, I feel at least some of the offended propriety of violated
discretion that Ms Ford has now managed so cheaply to throw aside. But
apparently where Martin is concerned it is now felt that anything goes. To
this already-debased cultural free-for-all, she has chosen to add the
extra and encouraging thought that – however spiteful and however false
– every little bit helps. I don't care to think of what her late husband
would have made of this astonishingly late but still nasty slandering of
one of his most cherished and devoted friends. As for Ms Ford herself, at
least she used to enjoy a slight reputation for throwing only wine.
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More on Martin Amis

How disappointing it was to find a kind teacher who took the time to read
our poorly written pieces and draw out flattering comparisons to Nabokov
and Bellow. What a letdown to discuss the novel and a wide variety of
other issues with an intellectually generous man who treated us all as his
equals. How shocking to listen to someone articulate nuanced but clear
views about the world and his own struggle to make sense of it. I was, I
must say, deeply offended by the empathy he demonstrated in respect of
a personal issue that had cropped up in my writing.
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• I spent a week with Martin Amis last summer in a writing workshop in
Toronto. The five other participants and I were expecting to be bullied
and humiliated by an arrogant racist bastard – some of us were even
looking forward to it.
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Elsewhere, Amis would be respected as a man of letters and his
contrarian utterances given some consideration. But in England, the
obsession with the circumstances of his birth fuels a petty desire to bring
him down that leaves the rest of the world shaking its head sadly.
converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

him down that leaves the rest of the world shaking its head sadly.

This week's bestsellers

Benson Cowan

1. American Caesars
by Nigel Hamilton
£25.00

Toronto, Canada
Printable version

Send to a friend

Share

Clip

Contact us

Article history
2. It's All About the Bike
by Robert Penn £16.99

Ads by Google

3. Red Men
by John Williams £16.99

Kindle™ - Official Site
Only $189. Over 670k titles. Now with Global Wireless.
Amazon.com/Kindle

4. Finkler Question
by Howard Jacobson £18.99
5. Flavour Thesaurus
by Niki Segnit £18.99

Learn How to Invest
Become an experienced trader. Follow Jim Cramer's stock picks
www.TheStreet.com
Writing a Book?
Expert independent publishing help- editing & marketing. Free guide!
www.AuthorHouse.com

Search the Guardian bookshop

Related information

Latest reviews

Books
Martin Amis · Christopher
Hitchens

Search

22 May 2010
Christopher Hitchens: 'I
was right and they were
wrong'
Video (12min 58sec),
Martin Amis at the
Guardian book club
1 Feb 2010:
Martin Amis joins John
Mullan to talk about his
novel from 1991, Time's
Arrow
More video

26 Feb 2010
The epistolary duelling of
Anna Ford and Martin
Amis | Kathryn Hughes
26 Feb 2010
Letters: Stringing along
the Amis saga
25 Feb 2010
Anna Ford v Martin Amis –
the final episode (for
now)

On Deception by Harry
Houdini
Electric Eden:
Unearthing Britain's
Visionary Music by Rob
Young

Gallery (14 pictures):
Martin Amis at 60
25 Aug 2009:
Martin Amis, the one-time
enfant terrible of the
British literary
establishment, turns 60
today. Take a look at a life
in pictures of the author
of Money, London Fields,
and Time's Arrow

Encounter: Essays by
Milan Kundera
Milan Kundera's
exhumed essays cast a
spell with their insights
into creativity, writes
Geoff Dyer

More galleries

Bestsellers from the Guardian shop

Human Chain by
Seamus Heaney
John L Williams: Miss
Shirley Bassey

More books reviews

Ultra slim Danish
Skagen watch
Save £25 on this elegant
and reliable lightweight
stainless steel watch for
men or women.
From: £69.99
Visit the Guardian reader offers shop
Green & ethical shopping at Guardian ecostore

Latest news on guardian.co.uk
Last updated less than one minute ago
News
Asil Nadir arrives in Britain to face fraud charges

Sponsored features

Find the latest jobs in your sector:
Arts & heritage

Health

Charities

Marketing & PR

Education

Media
converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

Environment

Sales

Government

Senior executive

Graduate

Social care

Browse all jobs
arts

Search
Legacy Development
Executive
London | £22,472 pa
ENGLISH HERITAGE

Hot topics

Comic-Con Book news Book reviews

License/buy our content | Privacy policy | Terms & conditions | Advertising guide | Accessibility | A-Z index | Inside guardian.co.uk blog | About guardian.co.uk | Join our dating site today
guardian.co.uk © Guardian News and Media Limited 2010

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

